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PREMIER — CHINA VISIT 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [9.16 am]: It is with great pleasure that I stand today with 
a summary of my visit to China between 8 and 14 November 2017. As part of my first overseas mission since 
being elected as Premier, I visited Hangzhou and Shanghai in China, leading 37 senior education and tourism 
representatives. 

On 10 November, I  arrived in Hangzhou. I was briefed by the Alibaba Group’s chief of staff for international 
business, Ms Jane Jiang, on the company’s various online platforms and the potential for marketing 
Western Australian products and services. I also met party secretary, Mr Che Jun, and the Governor of Zhejiang, 
Mr Yuan Jiajun, and together we signed a memorandum of understanding to expand the sister-state relationship, 
reaffirming our strong relationship. Furthermore, I opened the seventh biennial Western Australia–Zhejiang 
Exchange Committee meeting with Vice Governor, Liang Liming, and witnessed the signing of four cooperation 
MOUs between Western Australia and Zhejiang organisations. Along with more than 70 representatives from the 
Western Australian and Zhejiang education sectors, I also attended the Australian education collaboration dinner. 

On 11 November, I arrived in Shanghai, where I toured Dongfang Hospital and witnessed the work undertaken by 
Professor Barry Marshall’s outpatient clinic. On 13 November, I met with Ctrip, the biggest online travel agent in 
China. A memorandum of understanding was signed between Ctrip and Tourism WA to work on cooperative 
campaigns to promote Western Australia and local tourism products. 

A research collaboration lunch was held with Shanghai universities and tier one research institutes to build and 
encourage research links with Western Australian universities. I met with the Mayor of Shanghai, Mr Ying Yong, 
and discussed broadening our cooperation in the areas of trade, energy, mineral products, education, tourism, 
cultural industries and research and development. I also attended the opening of the Tales of the Two Regions—
Beautiful Western Australia exhibition at China Art Museum. The exhibition showcases photographic work by 
Madam Yu Huiwen from Shanghai and Western Australian photographers Frances Andrijich, Tania Malkin and 
Hugh Brown. 

In an Australian first, I met with the Shanghai Municipal Commission of Commerce director general, 
Madam Shang Yuying, and signed a cooperation MOU, the first Australian state to do so. Alongside Minister Ellery, 
I also launched a digital campaign to promote Perth as a student destination. The campaign includes a website 
hosted in China and widely used social media platforms to increase the profile of Western Australia as a study and 
lifestyle destination. The Western Australian government’s China office will be a support hub for the state’s higher 
education sector. Finally, on 14 November 2017, in a meeting with China Eastern Airlines’ chairman, 
Mr Liu Shaoyong, Minister Papalia and I promoted a direct air service from Shanghai to Perth. 

The visit reaffirmed Western Australia’s relations with Zhejiang and Shanghai, promoted education and tourism 
links and marked the thirtieth anniversary of our sister-state relationship with Zhejiang. 
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